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Mauryan and Gupta Empire

Answer any two questions: [Write within 12000 words] (5x2=10)

1. How did the expansionist policy of the Magadhan rulers led to the political unification
of north India under Magadha?

2. Do you agree with the view that the Mauryan state was neither a monolithic nor a
centralised political organisation?

3. To what extent was Asoka responsible for the decline of the Mauryan Empire?

4. ls it possible to describe the Mauryan economy as a ‘state controlled’ economy?

Interpret and critically examine the below mentioned lines of the Besnagar Pillar
inscription in the context of the history of the Sungas.

1. Dévadévasa Valsudélvasa Garudadhvajé ayaim
2. karité......Héliodoréna Bhaga-

3. vaténa Diyasa putréna Takhasilikéna

4. Yonaduténa agaténa mahirdjasae

5. Amtalikitasa upa[m)ta sakdsa(m] raio

6. Kasiputasa Bhagabhadrasa tratarasa

7. vaséna chatudaséna rajéna vadhamanasa.

6. Differentiate between Asoka’s dhammavijaya and Samudragupta’s dharmavijaya.

7. How far did Samudragupta establish his political dominance over South India? To what
extent did he succeed?

8. Give a critical estimate of the career and achievements of Chandragupta I1.
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Answer any two questions: [Write within 12000 words] (5x2=10)

1. Write an essay on the rise of Gauda as a regional power under Sasanka and assess the
importance of his reign.

2. Critically examine the achievements of Harshavardhana as conqueror, administrator,
patron of learning and promoter of Buddhism.

3. Write a note on the tripartite struggle among the Palas, Gurjara-Pratiharas and
Rashtrakutas.

4. Discuss the land revenue system of the Cholas.

5. What do you mean by “segmentary state”? Analyse the importance of Nadu in a
segmentary state.

6. Do you think that the Indian economy declined between 300 - 1200 C.E.? Justify your
comments in detail.

7. Discuss how Ram Sharan Sharma in his essay, Social Change in Early Medieval India,
analysed the inter-relation between social transformation and economic development
of that era.

8. Comment on the nature of Ghaznavid invasion in the 11" century.
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Mauryan and Gupta Empire

Answer any two questions: [Write within 1000 words] (5x2=10)

1. Give an account of the Mauryan administrative system.

2. Write a note on the Mauryan economy.

3. How would you explain the decline of the Mauryan Empire?
4

. Give a critical estimate of the career and achievements of Samudragupta.

Course: CC-4
Political History of Early Medieval India (600 AD to 1200 AD)

Answer any two questions: [Write within 1000 words] (5x2=10)

1. Give an account of Harshavardhanas’s rule.

2. Can we address Dharmapala as ‘Sakaluttarapathanatha’? Justify your answer.

3. Discuss the main features of the Chola administration with an emphasis on local self-
government.

4. According to whom ‘early medieval’ India can be described as a specified period of

Indian Feudalism? Discuss.



